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The Palazzo dei Dragomanni and the old garage building in the premises of Italian
Embassy in Tomtom Neighbourhood, on Tomtom Kaptan Street No: 7 in Municipal area of
Beyoğlu, Istanbul are the subject of the proposition of re-functioning for the use of the Italian
Schools in İstanbul and the personnel of the Italian Embassy. The buildings are located on
Parcel No 17, Lot 325 of the Map 35 of the Urban Cadastre.

TOMTOM KAPTAN SOKAK

Figure 1: Tomtom Kaptan Street, Beyoğlu (Google Earth).
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Figure 2: In this image you can see a project for the qualifications of Palazzo dei Dragomanni’s

courtyard preserved in the archive of Palazzo di Venezia. The drawings show as it was the attic
roof and as it will be rebuilt.
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Figure 3: Palazzo dei Dragomanni and its courtyard BEFORE the working on the roof
and its structural securing.

Figure 4: Building opposite Palazzo dei Dragomanni in the courtyard not part of the
project and works.
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Figure 5: Visual evidence of the original shape is also available from an historical photograph from the
Italian archive dated around 1900 showing Palazzo dei Dragomanni and Palazzo Venezia in perfect
condition.

Palazzo dei Dragomanni and the old garage are located in the Embassy premises and
the access to their area goes under a passage connecting to Palazzo Venezia. The building is
planned to be re-functioned for a destination of use which is mainly educational and partially
residential. As they are within the garden borders of the premises of the Italian Embassy
they can be reached by passing through the premises security check.
The intervention is planned to renovate and re-function Palazzo dei Dragomanni by
developing detailed projects and is going to be based on the preliminary proposition presented
in this report. Palazzo dei Dragomanni will be used as Italian Middle School and will also host
2 apartments for the designated staff of the Embassy.
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The pedestrian entrance to the area will be from the main entrance through security
check point of the Italian Embassy compound on Tom Tom Kaptan Street no. 7. A system to
keep apart the Embassy area from the school space has to be planned. The reopening of the
door that was in the old garden wall, behind the building to the west of the Dragomanni, will
have to be investigated in archive records in order to verify the possibility of access from
public streets.
Palazzo dei Dragomanni is a 3 storey masonry building with a plan area of
approximately 260 m2 at ground and first floor, 240 m2 at the second floor, according to the
historical drawings provided with scale but without dimensions. The building has 2 entrances,
the main one at the courtyard level. The secondary entrance is through a set of stairs in a
tunnel that starts from the covered passage between the Palazzo Venezia and Palazzo dei
Dragomanni.
The ground floor and the first floor are planned to be re-functioned as middle school.

On the ground floor of Palazzo dei Dragomanni (figure 6) 2 classrooms, a restroom
for girls, a toilette for teachers, a teachers’ room and an office for administration are planned
to be placed.

Figure 6: Ground floor plan of Palazzo dei Dragomanni.

The first floor (figure 7) is planned to include 1 classroom, 2 etudes (study room), a
restroom for boys, two offices for administration and one laboratory with storage.
A third set of stairs is planned to be added to the west side of Palazzo dei Dragomanni
in the space between the building and the neighbouring wall and west end of the courtyard
between the two buildings, in order to provide secondary (emergency) exit for the first floor of
the school function and also access to the second floor. It will be necessary to consider
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consolidating the retaining wall that is close to the border with the Russian Embassy. Where
the new stairway has to be built the structure will be designed and calculated in order to
constitute a support to the rear wall. For the remaining part, the static nature and resistance to
earthquakes must be verified and, if necessary, appropriate consolidation has to be carried
out.

Figure 7: First floor plan of Palazzo dei Dragomanni (Building A).

The second floor (figure 8) is planned to host 2 apartments for the dwelling needs of
the Italian Embassy personnel. The apartments are planned to have 3 rooms, one bathroom
and one kitchen and one toilette and are approximately 100 m2 each. The Access to the
apartment in the west half of the building is from the third set of stairs that is planned to be
added on the west end between the building and the neighbouring wall. Whereas the
apartment in the east half, is planned to be accessed from the existing covered passage that
has been added between Palazzo Venezia and Palazzo dei Dragomanni. This covered
passage reaches approximately to the first floor level of the Palazzo dei Dragomanni. An
additional set of stairs is therefore planned to be added to the north-east corner of the first floor
of Palazzo dei Dragomanni in order to reach the second apartment unit on the second level.
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Figure 8: Second floor plan of Palazzo dei Dragomanni.

Figure 9: Covered passage between Palazzo Venezia and Palazzo dei Dragomanni BEFORE the
working on the roof (november 2019).
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In conclusion Palazzo dei Dragomanni will be re-functioned as:

-

-

a middle school with 3 classrooms (approximately 50 m2- 1.9 m2 area per student),
2 etudes (study rooms) (approximately 15 m2 each), 2 student restrooms
(approximately 15 m2 each), one teachers’ room (approximately 10 m2), 3 offices
to be used according to choice and one personnel restroom.
Two personnel apartments with 3 rooms, one bathroom, one kitchen and one
toilette each.
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